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One  of  the  smallest  and  certainly  one  of  the  world's  narrowest 
nations,  Panama's  isthmian  position  is  environmentally  pivotal. 
Its  strategic  location  —  "The  Bridge  of  the  World"  --  transcends 
limitations  of  size.  A  tenuous  bit  of  land  as  narrow  as  50  km 
wide,  Panama  separates  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  the  Pacific,  and 
buffers  the  South  American  continent  from  the  North.  Three 
projects  that  would  be  considered  gigantic  anywhere  in  the  world 
are  to  be  crammed  into  the  crucial  portion  of  the  area  known  as 
Darien.  According  to  present  plans,  the  Darien  biogeographic 
barrier  is  to  be  breached  transversely  by  a  sea-level  canal 
excavated  by  nuclear  explosives.  This  canal  will  directly  unite 
the  Pacific  with  the  Atlantic  Oceans,  which  have  been  kept  sep- 
arate for  3  or  It  million  years .  The  Darien  strip  is  to  be  tran- 
sected longitudinally  by  the  Pan-American  Highway,  thus  removing 
the  last  barriers  to  North-South  migrations  and  the  spread  of 
infectious  organisms .  The  middle  of  this  strip  is  being  flooded 
by  Panama's  largest  construction  project  since  the  canal  was 
built  --  the  Bayano  hydroproject. 
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This  bibliography  documents  these  three  development  projects. 
Since  the  environmental  consequences  of  this  development  are 
potentially  serious,  the  bibliography  includes  references  to  all 
aspects  likely  to  be  affected:  populations  including  Indians 
having  to  be  resettled  elsewhere,  diseases  intensified  by  the 
projects,  conservation  areas  needed  and  those  to  be  violated. 
Sources  of  information  on  the  plants,  vegetation,  animals  and 
zoology  are  included. 
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